SAINT JEROME SCHOOL
Our Lady of Hope Parish
250 Wall Street I West Long Branch, NJ I 07764
February 28, 2020

INFORMACIÓN IMPORTANTE
RE: INFORMATION REGARDING CORONAVIRUS
VOL. I #2
Dear Parents and Guardians,
On February 28, 2020, I sent you a letter outlining the steps that we are taking at Saint
Jerome School and Our Lady of Hope Parish at large. As stated, “The well-being and health of
our students, staff and parish community are always a top priority for Our lady of Hope Parish
and Saint Jerome School.” We detailed information for you referencing the safeguards and
good practices as well as the steps taken in school to ensure a safe environment.








With this letter, I will update you on actions we implemented in the past ten days.
Team formed to oversee precautions and other actions regarding the corona virus
known as COVID-19. The members are:
1. Sister Elizabeth Dalessio
Principal
2. Father PJ Alindogan
Pastor
3. Mrs. Margaret Chisholm
Early Childhood
4. Mr. Robert Garratano
Head of Maintenance
5. Mrs. Allison Hennelly
Grades 1 - 4
6. Mrs. Francesca Laugelli
Grades 5 - 8
7. Mrs. Geraldine LeTendre
Technology, Supplemental programs
8. Mrs. Melissa Matier
Secretary: Communication
9. Mrs. Suzanne Marcantonio Nursing
10. Mrs. Stella Monteleone
Secretary: Administration
11. Mrs. Paula Scott
Lunch program
Plans for home instruction completed in the event of a school closure. I do not foresee a
school closure at this time.
Attendance at teleconferences for school administrators on the state and county level
On Friday, March 13, 2020, Mayor Tucci is convening a meeting of all school
administrators to coordinate our plans in the event that West Long Branch needs to
take any actions.
Academics
1. On Thursday, March 5th as part of our plan, teachers were instructed to develop
plans and directions for online learning and in-home instruction.
2. Teachers complied and will present the plans at the faculty meeting scheduled
for Thursday, March 12, 2020. I thank and commend our teachers for doing this

intensive work on their own time so as to not interrupt the daily learning
process.

3.

We have created a “Continuity of Learning Plan” that will be released to parents
in the event that we need to employ a remote learning plan. IN ORDER TO
PROVIDE YOU WITH ACCESS TO THE PLAN, AND PROVIDE YOU WITH UP TO DATE
INFORMATION, WE NEED TO HAVE THE CORRECT PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL
ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU. PLEASE COMPLETE THE ATTACHED FORM AND

RETURN IT ON FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020.








Cleaning:
1. We continue the deep cleaning each day.
2. All functional surfaces (tables, chairs, stair rails, knobs, gym equipment,
keyboards) are sanitized every day.
3. Sr. Angelina Pelliccia Hall, Bathrooms, Classrooms, are sanitized each day.
Compliance
We will also comply with the guidance provided by the New Jersey Department of
Education and the Department of Education of Catholic Schools of the Diocese of
Trenton. As we receive information regarding the COVID-19. We will publish
information on the school website.
Hygiene
1. Please do not send children to school if it appears that they are becoming ill. This
is always good practice. Please contact your primary care physician/pediatrician
if your child presents symptoms.
2. Despite our best efforts, many germs are passed and received during a school
day. Please keep your child home when they are sick.
3. As best practice for overall health in cold and influenza season, the CDC
recommends that individuals receive the influenza vaccination and engage in
everyday preventive measures to prevent the spread of germs and avoid illness,
such as:
 Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
 Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if
soap and water are not available.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
 Avoid close contact with people when you are sick.
 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands)
when coughing or sneezing. If you use a tissue, throw it in the trash.
 Routinely clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Trips
1. I canceled the eighth grade trip to New York (March 25, 2020).
2. I will consider other class trips on an individual basis and keep you informed.



Phone Calls
1. I have received calls regarding school closure in light of the fact that districts in
Monmouth County have closed.
 These schools closed or will close for one or more days in order to do
“deep cleaning” or to give teachers the day to plan how they will
implement online learning.
 We are already implementing “deep cleaning” every day.
Father PJ (Pastor) has approved additional time for the evening
maintenance staff to ensure proper cleaning. (Thank you to the parent
who offered to help out by subsidizing the payment for additional hours.)
 Thank you to Mr. Rob and the Maintenance staff who put in many extra
hours on their own time to prepare the school.
 Our teachers have completed the remote learning plan. I will distribute
plans. Again, thank you to the teachers for the extra time in preparing
and setting up the online component.

Finally, thank you, parents for your understanding and cooperation in this and all that you do
for Saint Jerome School. Please complete a form for each child. Teachers will need to keep the
form on file in their classrooms.
God bless you.

Additional Resources:
 Local information about COVID19 can be found at the Monmouth County Health
Department website.
 Reliable and timely updates are provided by the Center for Disease control at CDC.gov.
o CDC’s dedicated 2019nCoV website at https://www.cdc.gov/nCoV.
 The NJ Department of Health (NJDOH) also operates a toll-free information line at DOH 1-800-222-1222.
o The NJDOH has provided these guidelines for schools in the event of a disease
outbreak: https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/schoolhealth.shtml.

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET
CONTINUITY LEARNING PLAN
REQUIRED
DATE___________
COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION
STUDENT’S NAME

GRADE

CONTACT INFORMATION
CONTACT ONE
NAME
Relation to Student

CONTACT TWO
NAME
Relation to Student

Telephone (Home)

Telephone (Home)

Telephone (Cell)

Telephone (Cell)

E-Mail Address

E-Mail Address

WE WILL BE USING ONLINE LEARNING AS ONE OF THE COMPONENTS FOR OUR “CONTINUITY OF
LEARNING.” MOST GRADES ALREADY HAVE ACCESS TO ACADEMIC PROGRAMS THAT SUPPLEMENT
OUR CURRICULUM. WE MAY ALSO USE LEARNING PACKETS FOR THE EARLY CHILDHOOD GRADES
(PREK – GRADE 2)
PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO A WORKING COMPUTER AND THE INTERNET IN YOUR HOME?
___________YES
____________ NO
DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE ACCESS TO THE COMPUTER AND INTERNET?
___________YES
____________ NO

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE BY FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2020

SAINT JEROME SCHOOL
Our Lady of Hope Parish
250 Wall Street I West Long Branch, NJ I 07764
March 12, 2020
RE: VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Dear Parents,
In the beginning of the year, at both the new parent meeting and the general PTA meeting,
I made the point of saying, if you need answers I am the only one that can give them to you. I do
not use Facebook. I do not gossip. I cannot help you if you do not let me know your needs.
Let me be clear. I know there is a family Facebook page to keep in touch with each other
and I believe that can be a very good thing. However, if you ask questions, you need to use my
email address: edalessio@saintjeromeschool.org or edalessio@filippiniusa.org. Anything short of
that leads to rumors and facts that are not clear. Unfortunately, unanswered questions and
comments lead to negative comments and gossip.
There is a saying, that I will paraphrase: Say only the good things people, need to hear.
Things that will really help them. To be more specific, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 14:9: “No
unwholesome (unhelpful) language should come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
needed edification (things that will help build the community), that it may impart grace to those
who hear…Be kind to one another, be compassionate.”
I am working constantly with our children, to teach the properly use social media because
of the potential of unwittingly hurting another student with words that become gossip. Please
help me help them by setting a good example. I will not mention names but I want to share with
you an incident that really brings the point home.
Yesterday, a student told me that he is no longer using social media and I complimented
him on making that decision. He was quick to tell me that it really wasn’t his decision. The parents
try to provide family activities, one of which was 1000-piece puzzle that the family did together.
Well there are 100 pieces left. The father noticed that the child was not doing his part. He was
spending too much time using the phone, and other technologies. You guessed it. The father took
everything away and said he would consider giving them back to the child after he finished his
responsibility to the family and complete the puzzle. Hats off to that father and family!
Another good thing just happened. A parent just called me and asked me the right
questions. He wanted to know what my plans were for closing the school since other schools were
closing. I explained to him why we did not have to close school at this time. (See the enclosed
packet) He apologized for calling. I thanked him for calling. It is the way to receive the correct
information. So please, do not stop here. There is a packet in this mailing. You will find all the
answers and if you have any more questions, please call. As I said in my first letter and I said in
this packet, I will continue to send information home each week with any pertinent information.

We do keep the school open whenever possible, so that our children have a safe place to
go especially for our parents that are holding down two jobs and do not have safe places for their
children during the day. And the real benefit is…Children are learning!
One final point. There is a form in the packet that must be completed and returned to my
office by tomorrow, Friday, March 13, 2020. We need all updated and correct information. It is
our way of communicating with you. Please inform us whenever you have updated phone
numbers or email addresses.

Thank you for your cooperation.
God bless you.

Sister Elizabeth Seton Dalessio, MPF
Principal

Pope Francis, in his concern for all people throughout the world called upon the protection of the Mother
of God, as a sign of salvation and hope” during the ongoing coronavirus emergency.
In his prayer, Pope Francis calls Mary “Health of the Sick”, adding that she kept her faith firm as she stood
near the Cross as Jesus suffered. Pope Francis has asked the Virgin Mary to watch over the world in this
current moment of crisis.
English-language translation of the Pope’s prayer:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated
in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the all People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself,
and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

SAINT JEROME SCHOOL
250 WALL STREET WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ 07764 (732) 222-8686

March 12, 2020

Dear St. Jerome Families,
The PTA executive board met with Sister Elizabeth Dalessio yesterday evening. We discussed
our concerns with the coronavirus pandemic and how it may affect our upcoming Gift Auction
and Fashion Show, which is scheduled for April 4, 2020. The PTA has been working diligently for
the past few months for this important event and, at this time, we are still moving forward as
planned. We are also putting a plan in place in case we need to postpone the Gift Auction and
reschedule it for a later date.
We are asking for everyone’s cooperation by still sending in your reservation, by the 3/20/20
due date, if you are planning to attend. It is imperative for us to have an accurate guest count in
order for us to make the best decision for our most significant fundraiser of the year.
In the event that rescheduling is required, we assure you that every guest will be informed and
your reservation will be put towards the new date of the Gift Auction. If the new date is not
suitable for you, a full reimbursement will be provided.
During these trying times, we ask for everyone’s support and understanding. The Gift Auction
and Fashion show has never been cancelled before so the PTA board, along with Sister
Elizabeth Dalessio, are considering all aspects in our decision-making and will keep everyone
informed throughout the process via email blast. We are hopeful that the event can go on as
planned and ask for everyone’s prayers for a successful 2020 Gift Auction and Fashion Show.

Sincerely,
The St. Jerome PTA Executive Board

